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This October 2025 newsletter 
is a comprehensive college 
admission guide titled "Career 
Compass: City-Ivies" that 
profiles the top colleges 
across India's major 
metropolitan universities. 
Main Content: The newsletter 
identifies and details 30+ 
premier undergraduate 
colleges across five major 
cities (Delhi, Kolkata, Mumbai, 
Chennai, and Bengaluru), 
explaining why these "city-
ivies" matter for Arts, Science, 
and Commerce students 
applying in 2026. 
Key Sections: College Profiles 
by region with each 
institution's specialty areas, 
cut-off percentages, 
placement data, and unique 
features. 
Quick view showing cut-offs, 
residential options, and 
median placements across 
cities. 
Practical Tips including 
application timelines 
safety/target/dream college 
strategies, living costs. 
Bottom Line: The newsletter 
serves as an actionable 
roadmap for students to 
strategically select and apply 
to India's most prestigious 
undergraduate colleges, with 
applications opening  
March 2026 onwards. 

 
 

 
From The Desk of The Director 
Principal 

 

“City-ivies” edition: As you flip through 
these pages you will notice one common 
word - OPPORTUNITY. Delhi, Mumbai, 
Chennai, Kolkata and Bengaluru are not 
just pin-codes; they are ecosystems that 
turn curious 18-year-olds into scientists, 
economists, designers and civil 
servants. Remember, the college you 
choose today becomes the first line of 
your résumé tomorrow, but the habits 
you cultivate—reading beyond the 
syllabus, asking the next question, 
respecting a deadline—will write the rest 
of the story. Choose the course that 
makes you lose sleep in excitement, not 
just the cut-off that makes headlines. 
We believe every child of this school can 
walk into any of these corridors and 
leave a footprint. Let the application 
season begin with confidence and end 
with zero regret. 
 . 

From the Vice Principal 
 

The metro map is more than geography; 
it is a mind-map. Each city brings a 
different tempo - Mumbai’s corporate 
clock, Bengaluru’s start-up heartbeat, 
Delhi’s policy buzz, Chennai’s research 
rhythm and Kolkata’s cultural cadence. 
Where you study will decide the tempo of 
your thinking. My advice: match the city 
to your personality, then match the 
college to your passion. If you love 
networking at 2 a.m., pick Mumbai; if you 
like lab work followed by filter-coffee 
debates, Chennai is home. Whatever you 
choose, own the tempo, don’t just follow 
the trend. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
From the Career Counselor 
 
By now you have the list—next comes the 
ladder. 
Safety: one college where your % is 5 marks 
above last cut-off. 
Target: two colleges where your % equals last 
cut-off. 
Dream: three colleges where your % is 1-2 
marks below - because inflation and luck both 
happen. 
Keep one autonomous college in every 
ladder; they redesign syllabi faster than 
industry changes. And please, calendarize: 
• Between March & June: fill DU, Mumbai, 
Bengaluru portals. 
• March-April: upload CUET/Christ/Jain 
entrance documents. 
• February: personal-statement polishing 
session in the lab. 
Lastly, scholarships are hiding in plain sight -
ask each college “What besides merit?” and 
you will be surprised how many fee waivers go 
unclaimed. Need a sounding board? My door 
is open. 
 
Remember, the college name gets you the 
first job; the skills you build get you the rest. 
Start your application calendar NOW - DU & 
Mumbai online registrations open first week of 
March 2026. Need help with personal 
statements or entrance prep? Drop by the 
Career Lab. 

Career Compass October  2025 

Top Colleges in India’s Mega-Metro Universities 
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NORTH & EAST 
 
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI (Est 1922) 
 
St Stephen’s College Known for: English, Economics, Mathematics, 
Philosophy, History etc. Cut-off 98-99 %; residential; 50% seats interview-
based.   
Lady Shri Ram College for Women (LSR) Known for: Psychology, 
Journalism, Economics, B.El.Ed. Political Science, Sociology etc.  
Hindu College Known for: Physics, Political Science, Statistics, Economics. 
Owns campus observatory; 6 Rhodes in last decade.   
Shri Ram College of Commerce (SRCC) Known for: B.Com(H), BA 
Economics. Placements ₹18-25 LPA with Big-4 & MBB consultancies.  
Miranda House Known for: Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Geography. 
Only Indian college in global top-10 QS ranking 2023.   
Hansraj College Known for: Chemistry, Zoology, Computer Science, 
B.Com. Celebrity alumni (Shah Rukh Khan, Kiren Bedi).         

UNIVERSITY OF CALCUTTA (Est 1857) 
 
Presidency University  
Known for: Physics, Political Science, Economics, Statistics. 4 Nobel 
laureate alumni; 100 % PhD-bound science grads.   
St Xavier’s College Known for: Microbiology, Mass Communication, 
English, Commerce, Biotechnology etc.   
Jadavpur University (Day) – “Engineering + Arts twin powerhouse” 
Known for: Comparative Literature, Physics, Chemistry, Economics. Reputed 
for left-field research.   
Lady Brabourne College – “Women-first liberal arts”. Known for: 
Geography, Sociology, Chemistry, Mathematics. Oldest women’s college 
east India; 90 % NET/JRF strike-rate.   
Scottish Church College Known for: Botany, Zoology, Philosophy, English. 
30 % grads clear NET every year—best in Bengal.   
Maulana Azad College Known for: research courses in various languages, 
History, Microbiology, Economics, Statistics etc. 

WEST & SOUTH 
 
UNIVERSITY OF MUMBAI (est 1857) 
 
St Xavier’s College Known for: Economics, Statistics, Life-Sciences, BMS. 
IB-board tie-ups.  
Sophia College for Women Known for: Biochemistry, Psychology, English, 
Media Studies. Owns ‘Sophia Polytechnic’ for design add-ons.  
HR College of Commerce & Economics Known for: B.Com, BBI, BFM. 
Strong CA/CFA pipeline; 200+ articleships signed on campus.  
Ramnarain Ruia Autonomous Known for: Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics. Cumulative 150 GATE/CSIR ranks last 5 years.  
Mithibai College Known for: Accounting, Mass Media, Biotechnology. 
Bollywood visits keep creativity alive.  
K J Somaiya College of Arts & Science Known for: Data-Science minor, 
Environmental Science, Philosophy. Guaranteed credit transfer to Somaiya 
engg/ management.  
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UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS (est 1857) –  
 
CHENNAI CAMPUS COLLEGES     
 
Loyola College Known for: Physics, Chemistry, Economics, Visual 
Communication. 30-acre eco-campus; 95 % PG placement.   
Stella Maris College Known for: English, Mathematics, Biotechnology, 
Social Work. Semester-abroad tie-ups with 40 foreign universities.   
Madras Christian College (MCC) Known for: Plant Biology, Political 
Science, Statistics, Business Admin. Owns 365-acre research forest.  
Presidency College Known for: Physics, Geology, Economics, Computer 
Science, Chemistry, Physics etc. Oldest govt arts college of South India.   
Women’s Christian College (WCC) Known for: Chemistry, Psychology, 
English, Commerce. 25 % batch clears TNPSC/UPSC prelims yearly.  
Ethiraj College for Women Known for: Accounting, Corporate 
Secretaryship, Criminology. Adjoins Chennai’s High Court—internships just 
a short walk away. 

“WEST & SOUTH” 
 
BENGALURU  
 
(University affiliations: Bengaluru City University BCU, Autonomous tag, 
or Deemed-to-be) 
 
TOP 6 COLLEGES 
 
Indian Institute of Science – UG only through IISc BS (Research) 
Known for: Physics, Math’s, Biology + engineering fusion; 100 % PhD or 
foreign-masters pipeline; JEE/NEET/IAT channel.   
St. Joseph’s University (Autonomous) Known for: Economics, Media 
Studies, Biotechnology, B. Com (Honours). 6-month built-in internship.  
Christ University (Deemed-to-be University) Known for: Psychology, 
Business Studies, English, Data Analytics. Triple accreditation (ACBSP, 
NAAC A++).   
Mount Carmel College (Autonomous, women) Known for: Chemistry, 
Mathematics, Journalism, Psychology Management, Commerce.  
RV College of Engineering (RVCE): Strong focus on CS, Electronics, 
and overall engineering excellence.  
Jyoti Nivas College: Popular for B.Sc. programs. 

QUICK COMPARO & COUNSELLOR TIPS 
 
COURSE vs CUT-OFF snapshot (2025 1st list) 
Delhi: 97-99 % (Commerce), 96-98 % (Science), 95-
97 % (Arts) 
Mumbai: 92-96 % (Autonomous), 88-94 % (affiliated) 
Chennai: 95-98 % (Loyola/Stella), 90-94 % (govt 
quota) 
Kolkata: 92-96 % (Presidency), 88-93 % (others) 

COUNSELLOR’S TAKE 
 
Pick the STREAM first: Delhi & Chennai colleges dominate pure 
sciences; Mumbai = commerce + media; Kolkata = cheap, 
research-heavy. 
Use “safety” & “super-reach” ladder: e.g. aspirant with 96 % 
(CBSE) – super-reach Hindu Physics, target Miranda Physics, 
safety Kirori Mal. Exploit AUTONOMY: Ruia, Loyola, Presidency 
set their own papers—easier to score high for masters’ entrance. 
Factor in LIVING COST: Delhi hostel ₹45 k/yr; Mumbai PG ₹15 
k/month; Chennai on-campus ₹35 k/yr. Watch NEW age courses: 
BMS at Xavier’s, Data-Science minor at Somaiya, Environmental 
Science at Miranda—future-proof. 
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FICCI Higher Education Summit 2025 
 
Our school participated in the 20th FICCI Higher Education 
Summit 2025, held on October 6, 2025, at Bharat 
Mandapam, New Delhi.The summit brought together 
leading universities from India and abroad, including 
institutions from Taiwan, Russia, the UK, Australia, 
Canada, Peru, and more. Students benefited from global 
exhibitions, and direct interactions with universities, and 
received a Certificate of Participation, gaining valuable 
exposure to global higher education pathways. 
 

  Events – October 2025 

IIT Madras 
 
On 6th October 2025 IIT Madras, under its School 
Connect initiative, launched the 6th batch of 8-week 
online certification courses for students of Classes X, XI, 
and XII. These short-term programs aims to provide 
hands-on career experience and expose students to 
diverse academic disciplines early in their learning 
journey. 
 

Study in Japan – Information Session 
 
A Study in Japan information session was conducted at 
our school on 17th October 2025. The session 
highlighted Japan as a promising destination for higher 
education amid global uncertainties. Students were 
informed about Japan’s world-class education system, 
safety, affordability, and clear pathways for international 
students. The session was interactive and practical, 
helping students explore future academic options and 
plan their next steps with clarity.  
 

University Fair 
 
In an endeavour to empower students to make well-
informed choices about colleges and universities, a 
University Fair was held on 29th October 2025 on the 
school premises. The event proved to be an 
enlightening and enriching experience, providing 
students of Classes XI and XII with a valuable 
opportunity to interact directly with representatives from 
multiple universities. Students explored a wide range of 
academic programmes and potential career pathways, 
gaining first-hand insights that supported informed 
decision-making regarding their future academic and 
professional pursuits. 
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